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Gordon Rees

Using Scripted Monologues to
Deepen Understanding in a
Film Studies Course

This research looks into how performance-assisted learning (PAL) activities,
specifically scripted monologues, can be utilized in a film studies course to
deepen student understanding of course content. Students are introduced to
different aspects of Japanese history and culture by watching clips from
different films. The instructor provides students with handouts and readings
related to various topics depicted in the clips and then analyzes the scenes
from a cultural perspective. In order to reinforce learning, students will read
and perform a scripted monologue from one of the film clips after the class
viewing. In this case, students studying about the feudal class social
structure of warriors, farmers, artisans, and merchants (shi-no-ko-sho) during
the Warring States era of Japanese history, watch a film clip from a movie set
in that time period. In the scene the main character makes a speech which
highlights the unequal relationship between farmers and warriors (samurai). By
having students perform this monologue it is hoped that it will help deepen
understanding of scene content and focus attention on the strict social
hierarchy in place in Japan at the time. Students will be surveyed after their
performance and the results will be analyzed.

ye)

20

Gordon Rees

Introducing Performance-
Assisted Learning (PAL)
Activities into an EFL
Presentation Course

Through this research I hope to introduce performance-assisted learning (PAL)
activities into an EFL presentation course and then measure the results and the
impact the PAL activities had on students in the course. Scripted skits,
original student skits, role-play and a tongue twister contest will be
introduced in the pre-presentation phase with the hopes of encouraging students
to later on make more dynamic and engaging presentations. Through these
activities an attempt will be made to create a collaborative, friendly
environment where students aren’ t afraid to make mistakes. Another aim is to
provide students an opportunity to work on basic presentation skills (voice,
voice inflection and gestures) and gradually build confidence for speaking
English in front of an audience. It is also hoped that these PAL activities
will provide them a context for practicing vocabulary and expressions needed
for the individual presentations that follow.
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